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Publisher’s preface

This is a batile of the advance guard that requires valiant
combatants. This is how Vilma Espin Guillois, president of
the Federation of Cuban Women sums up the challenges
facing women in Cuba thirty vears after the revolution.

Cuban Women Confront the Future is a collection of
three recent interviews with Vilma Espin. How has family
life in Cuba changed since the revolution? How are Cuban
women confronting the diserimination and prejudices of
the past? How do they see their gains and the challenges
they still face? These are some of the questions posed in
these interviews.

The Brazilian women's magazine Claudia conducteid the
first interview presented in Cuban Women Confront the
Future. This interview was reprinted by Editorial de la
Mujer (Havana) in September, 1988. The translation from
Spanish is by Diane Atkinson.

The second interview with Vilma Espin is by Cuban
journalist Mirta Rodriguez Calderén for Bohemia maga-
zine March 10, 1989. The translation from Spanish is by
Karen Wald.

The last interview included is by Greek journalist Eli-
sabeth Popagay in 1989 and has been translated by Debo-
rah Shnookal. The publisher appreciates the support and
assistance of the Federation of Cuban Women and
Editorial José Marti in Lhe preparation of this pamphlet.

Vilma Espin, in all the interviews included in Cuban
Women Confront the Future, in a frank and informative
style, makes an important contribution to the internation-
al discussion on the role women have to play in building a
socialist society.

Deborah Shnookal
Ocean Press
March 1990




Vilma Espin Guillois

Vilma Espin Guillois was born in
1930 in Santiago de Cuba, in
Oriente Province. She was one of
the first women to graduate as a
chemical engineer at the Univer-
sity of Oriente. She participated
in the student struggles against
the March 10, 1952 coup by Ful-
gencio Batista and supported the
attack led by Fidel Castro on the
Moncada military barracks on
July 26, 1953. As a member of
the group led by Frank Pais she
belonged to the Revolutionary
National Movement, Oriente National Action, Revolution-
ary National Action and the July 26 Movement.

A participant in the November 30, 1956 uprising in San-
tiago de Cuba, she went underground in April 1957 and
was named the July 26 Movement coordinator in Oriente
Province. In July 1958 she joined the Rebel Army and
served in the "Frank Pais" Second Front in Oriente until
the triumph of the revolution in January 1959.

She has been president of the Federation of Cuban
Women since its founding in 1960. She has also served as
chair of the Commission for Social Prevention (1967-71),
director of industrial development for the food industry
(1969-73), president of the Infancy Institute since 1971,
and vice president of the International Federation of Dem-
ocratic Women since 1973.

Espin has been a member of the Cuban Communist
Party’s Central Committee since its founding in 1965, a
member of the Political Bureau since 1980, and has served
on the Council of State since 1976.
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