 Thirty years after the revolution...

Thirty !_.faaré after the revolution

Cuban women confront the future

How has family life in Cuba changed since the
revolution? How are Cuban wamen canironting - (il
the discrimination and prejudices of 1he past? '! it Gt 1| | '1i"| I

How do they see their gains and the challenges ! |
. ), Future
i ;:I Il 4 Vi

still facing them today?

Cuban Women Confront the Future includes three
recent interviews with Vilma Espin, president of
the Federation of Cuban Women, in which she
frankly assesses the role of women in bullding a

i "'Zi a Espil-l
socialist society. Wi ‘ J |

| |

ISBN 1 875284 23 0 I L e
Qeon ||\ 'H||' Wl .Y

Ausiralia (I OGCEAN PRESS
. "|||||| GPO BOX 3279
I| Il

‘Illll © MELBOUWRNE
" L '"ll/

VIC 3001 AUSTRALIA

il T |||




Publisher’s preface

This is a batile of the advance guard that requires valiant
combatants. This is how Vilma Espin Guillois, president of
the Federation of Cuban Women sums up the challenges
facing women in Cuba thirty vears after the revolution.

Cuban Women Confront the Future is a collection of
three recent interviews with Vilma Espin. How has family
life in Cuba changed since the revolution? How are Cuban
women confronting the diserimination and prejudices of
the past? How do they see their gains and the challenges
they still face? These are some of the questions posed in
these interviews.

The Brazilian women's magazine Claudia conducteid the
first interview presented in Cuban Women Confront the
Future. This interview was reprinted by Editorial de la
Mujer (Havana) in September, 1988. The translation from
Spanish is by Diane Atkinson.

The second interview with Vilma Espin is by Cuban
journalist Mirta Rodriguez Calderén for Bohemia maga-
zine March 10, 1989. The translation from Spanish is by
Karen Wald.

The last interview included is by Greek journalist Eli-
sabeth Popagay in 1989 and has been translated by Debo-
rah Shnookal. The publisher appreciates the support and
assistance of the Federation of Cuban Women and
Editorial José Marti in Lhe preparation of this pamphlet.

Vilma Espin, in all the interviews included in Cuban
Women Confront the Future, in a frank and informative
style, makes an important contribution to the internation-
al discussion on the role women have to play in building a
socialist society.

Deborah Shnookal
Ocean Press
March 1990




Vilma Espin Guillois

Vilma Espin Guillois was born in
1930 in Santiago de Cuba, in
Oriente Province. She was one of
the first women to graduate as a
chemical engineer at the Univer-
sity of Oriente. She participated
in the student struggles against
the March 10, 1952 coup by Ful-
gencio Batista and supported the
attack led by Fidel Castro on the
Moncada military barracks on
July 26, 1953. As a member of
the group led by Frank Pais she
belonged to the Revolutionary
National Movement, Oriente National Action, Revolution-
ary National Action and the July 26 Movement.

A participant in the November 30, 1956 uprising in San-
tiago de Cuba, she went underground in April 1957 and
was named the July 26 Movement coordinator in Oriente
Province. In July 1958 she joined the Rebel Army and
served in the "Frank Pais" Second Front in Oriente until
the triumph of the revolution in January 1959.

She has been president of the Federation of Cuban
Women since its founding in 1960. She has also served as
chair of the Commission for Social Prevention (1967-71),
director of industrial development for the food industry
(1969-73), president of the Infancy Institute since 1971,
and vice president of the International Federation of Dem-
ocratic Women since 1973.

Espin has been a member of the Cuban Communist
Party’s Central Committee since its founding in 1965, a
member of the Political Bureau since 1980, and has served
on the Council of State since 1976.




A revolution within
a revolution

Claudia: What does socialism mean in the lives of a
Cuban family, and in particular, a Cuban woman?

Vilma Espin: For the Cuban family, especially the
woman, socialism has meant an enormous improvement to
the quality of life and personal development. We should
remember that until January 1, 1959, in our country hun-
ger, poverty, exploitation, repression, and dependence
reigned. The revolution opened up new horizons in the eco-
nomic, political and social fields and amongst its key prin-
ciples is the defense of equal rights for all human beings.

The constant struggle to make ends meet disappeared,
and with it the antagonism between people competing for
the crumbs that could help them escape the tragic destiny
that awaited the majority. Thus the family, the basic cell of
society, could develop in a rounded way.

Our revolution assured all Cubans the chance to exercise
each one of their inalienable rights. Each citizen is assured
that food prices are reasonable and that education and
medical services are free. The state makes a systematic
effort to improve living standards, to the extent that it is
permitted by the tense battle for development we wage
under blockade and constant imperialist threats.

Childcare facilities have been created to provide care for
the children of tens of thousands of working women from
the age of three months to six years. Services to lighten
domestic work have also been created; hundreds of thou-
sands of students also receive free lunch at day school and
all their meals at boarding school.

This is an interview with Vilma Espin by Claudia, a Brazilian women's magazine,
reprinted by Editorial de la Mujer, September 1938.
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The revolution opened up new horizons in the
economic, political and social fields and among
its key principles is the defense of equal rights
for all human beings.
L 2

Hundreds of thousands of workers also receive their
meals at a moderate price in their workplace. More indus-
trial laundries and dry cleaners have been established, and
more domestic labor-saving devices are available with pref-
erence in acquisition and cheaper prices for workers.

Huge resources are dedicated to housing construction in
urban and rural zones. We also try to guarantee recrea-
tional facilities and spiritual enjoyment to all the popula-
tion.

Of course the possibilities are exciting, but also what we
have achieved to date, considering our limitations, is
already vastly superior to what families experienced in the
past.

Social security provides an income for those who cannot
work.

As far as women are concerned, equal rights have cer-
tainly changed their position in the family and in society.
A woman’s participation in social production, because it
implies her financial independence, has altered her depen-
dent position in the marriage and allowed a change in her
ideas, in the way she looks at life. The laws that govern
family relations, such as the Family Code, are based on
equality and guarantee the right of members of the family
to participate in society: to work, study and to responsibly
educate the children in line with our revolutionary princi-
ples. This does not mean that we have achieved all that we
aspire to. We still have problems of a material nature to
resolve, which are directly related to our economic develop-
ment. There is still the need to eliminate backward ideas
that some people hold, men and women, with respect to the
role that each person should play within the home; the
nature of the socialist family and the relationship between
a couple, ideas which work against the full participation of
women in the building of a new society.
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Obviously, the economic security guaranteed by both
men and women having access to work, free health care
and education; the enormous satisfaction and confidence in
oneself that equal opportunity and the chance to fully
develop to the extent of one’s talents, intelligence and apti-
tudes offer to each person; the constant motivation and
emotional stability that comes from feeling useful, recog-
nized and dignified as a human being—everything that
socialism has brought to us—undoubtedly fulfills the
deepest desires of a family, particularly the woman, who,
until just over a quarter century ago, was exploited,
oppressed and marginalized in the family and in society.

Claudia: What is the primary concern in Cuba: work or
the human being? What place do women occupy within this
concern?

Espin: In Cuba, a country that is building socialism, the
highest aim is human happiness, based on respect for the
fundamental human rights of each person. That includes
full social equality to education, health care, work and pro-
fessional training, with the chance to employ all of one’s
faculties to take an active role in society and to help devel-
op that society, to create the material and spiritual basis
for a full, harmonious life, where the highest qualities of
both men and women flourish. To reach those aspirations
requires work, talent, dedication and willingness from eve-
rybody; it requires constant scientific and technological
innovation, to assure economic and social development.

Thus each member of our society, along with the right to
work and all the benefits brought by the revolution, has
acquired the duty to help create the economic basis neces-
sary for such advantages. The building of a new society
and the fulfillment of new aspirations, could not possibly
be achieved except on the basis of work and the willingness
of the whole population.

And people work with enthusiasm because work is the
means for creating wealth and goods for all to enjoy. Work
that is free from exploitation does acquire a new dimen-
sion, a quality that stimulates and produces satisfaction: to
feel that you are useful and are creating your destiny, to
project yourself towards the future through your work, to
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cultivate the future. In a speech in January 1964 Che Gue-
vara said that when each Cuban viewed work as a vital
expression of their human creativity, technology, technique
and inventions would proceed apace and all would partici-
pate with an uncontainable force in building the new
society.

Gradually, this idea has become a reality as thousands
of Cubans view work as a spiritual need, and we are con-
vinced that the day will come when it will be so for every-
body. At present everyone still does not shoulder their
social responsibility to the same extent. It is without doubt
that our society of workers, with its successes and difficul-
ties, its virtues and mistakes, is fully convinced that
through creative work, free of exploitation, well-being and
happiness for all will be achieved, and a contribution will
be made towards the happiness of other peoples of the
world who need our solidarity.

L 2
Our society of workers with its successes and
difficulties, its virtues and mistakes, is fully
convinced that through creative work, free of
exploitation, well-being and happiness for all
will be achieved, and a contribution will be

made towards the happiness of other peoples of
the world who need our solidarity.
L 2

Enthusiasm has not been lacking. The level of responsi-
bility of workers in social production or in any of the many
and complex tasks on the difficult road to development has
been uneven, but the consciousness of the collective and
individual duty of the members of our society is constantly
growing.

For the essential goals that socialism seeks, the social
equality of women, our full participation in economic, polit-
ical, cultural, and social life and the full exercising of our
rights are fundamental and are principles laid down in the
policy of our party and state, which each of our institutions
and the society as a whole has the task of concretizing, and
which, of course, is the whole reason for the existence of
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our organization, the Federation of Cuban Women (FMC).
Claudia: How do Cuban women live these days?

Espin: To answer this it is necessary to recall the circum-
stances existing in the years prior to the revolution’s
triumph with respect to the female population.

According to the 1953 census, women represented 12.4
percent of the workforce, which was the highest figure for
before the revolution. The immense majority of these
women workers were in the services sector, tens of thou-
sands earning very low wages as domestic servants. A few
hundred worked in the traditional areas of teaching, the
textile, confectionery or tobacco industries and other areas
where they were the lowest paid workers.

In a society that had nearly one million unemployed men
and others only employed for part of the year, there were
few possibilities for women. Many were unfortunately
forced by the need for subsistence to work as prostitutes.

L 4
For the essential goals that socialism seeks, the
social equality of women, our full participation
in economic, political, cultural and social life
and the full exercising of our rights are

fundamental.
*

The existing concepts of the times reinforced the role tra-
ditionally assigned to women, whose highest aspiration
was to marry and care for children and the home. Even
education was considered unnecessary and for that reason
women made up more than half the illiterate population
and families gave priority to their sons in education for
economic reasons. Only those from wealthier families stud-
ied and it was seen simply as a further adornment for a
young woman ready to marry.

Of course, at that time you could not even speak of
female presence in leadership positions. There may have
been exceptional cases at intermediate levels, but even
bourgeois women did not go beyond being considered deco-
rations. Certainly, there was our people’s tradition of
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struggle since the time of the independence wars against
Spain when hundreds of thousands of women fought for
freedom, for a change to the terrible situation whereby
every day brought the deaths of children, youths and pat-
riots seeking an end to the oppression.

A valuable and decisive contribution was made by
women in the clandestine struggle, guerrilla war in the
mountains and in the numerous rearguard tasks.

Then from 1959 a dramatic change came about in the life
of the whole society, especially for the masses of women for
whom possibilities of real participation opened up. Encour-
aged by the enthusiasm generated by the revolutionary
victory, and conscious that the tasks ahead would require
the involvement of everybody, women sought to organize
themselves, anxious to participate in the great work of the
revolution. The formation of the FMC, which took place in
1960, was an important step in breaking out of the former
narrow framework of the home.

This new direction has not been without its difficulties,
including problems within the family, since hundreds of
women had a tough battle to be able to participate in social
and political activities and in work. A cultural tradition
dating back centuries is not broken from one day to the
next.

L 2
A cultural tradition dating back centuries is not

broken from one day to the next.
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The FMC and the party, along with the other political
and mass organizations in our country, have made extra-
ordinary efforts to raise the status of women in the eyes of
society and of women themselves. This is very important,
because it is sometimes the woman who thinks she lacks
ability.

Over the course of these years new laws have been
enacted to strengthen women’s rights in all areas, and this
has been concretized in the Socialist Constitution.

Today all these changes are reflected in the educational
level of the female population and her involvement at
every level of study, the growing percentage of women in
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the labor force, the qualitative change brought about by
her participation in non-traditional jobs and her presence,
which is still insufficient but is important, in the political
and governmental leadership of the country. In other
words, women have a huge presence in economic, political,
social and cultural activity.

Naturally there are still vestiges of discrimination to be
overcome and we are all involved in this battle.

Claudia: What is the domestic life of a Cuban family like?
How do men and women divide up domestic duties? How
far has the situation advanced in this area? Who cooks,
washes, does the shopping, looks after the kids?

Espin: One of the priorities of our ideological work is to
make each member of the family conscious of the need to
share domestic chores.

While it is true that these ideas, because of their just-
ness, have made headway in our population, and that the
number of couples who participate equally in domestic
work and take equal responsibility for the children are sig-
nificant, these possibilities still do not exist for many
women.

The years of work can be seen through the thousands of
fathers who drop off or pick up the children from the child-
care centers; when men and women are seen together at
the periodic parents’ meetings at schools where every
aspect of school life is debated out; when you visit a super-
market and plenty of men are doing the shopping; and
many other examples could be cited.

L 2
One of the priorities of our ideological work is to
make each member of the family conscious of

the need to share domestic chores.
L J

There are 1,100,000 women who work. They share the
same rights and duties in the workplaces; they wear the
militia uniform with pride, ready to defend the country in
the case of aggression; they study at every level of educa-
tion and they share leadership responsibilities within the
unions, administration and Communist Party. All this
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requires a profound change in family relations.

This could not be achieved purely by our wanting it — we
confront centuries of old conceptions and there is the
apparent contradiction that, in many cases, it is the
women themselves who ask their husbands to leave the
kitchen because they don’t do things properly or who give
their boys very different training from their daughters in
the realm of domestic work.

In our national education system, girls and boys receive
the same training in terms of studies, work, personal care
and cleaning, but sometimes when they return to their
homes things are very different.

On the other hand, even in the youngest students, the
ideas of their parents and grandparents are often stronger
and for that reason, during the "school in the countryside"
period which lasts for 45 days, when students do agricultu-
ral work as part of their development, girls are often seen
washing clothes for the boys or sewing a button for them.

There is certainly a constant debate on these topics and
there are also many young women who do not adhere to
those outmoded norms.

It 1s common for young professional or working couples
to share domestic work and many older couples are also
becoming open to this idea.

We try to keep the debate on this subject going. Discus-
sion has taken place around the Family Code, the theses of
our congresses, educational material of the FMC and
through other mediums. We also use the mass media for
this purpose. During the week of our Fourth Congress
[March 1985] very important aspects of this theme were
debated, among them the need to change the custom that
when a child is ill or other family problems, it is always the
woman who has to miss work, leading to a greater rate of
absenteeism among women, when these tasks should also
be shared.

Many administrators prefer men in their workplaces
because of their lower rate of absenteeism since they are
not affected by these "obligations."

Taking into account not only the problems of treating
sick children but also their emotional well-being, some
years ago we instituted the system of the "accompanying
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mother" in our pediatric hospitals. So the Fourth Congress
decided that the "accompanying father" should also be
accepted, and that successfully happens now in many hos-
pitals, again demonstrating the importance of the father’s
role as well as the understanding shown by the state.

Although our legislation makes no distinction between
men and women in the granting of compassionate leave, in
many cases, when a man asks for time off to care for a sick
child or mother this is not understood. There are still those
who believe that there must be a woman in the house who
could fulfill that responsibility.

So we are trying to change vital ideas and eliminate the
"double shift" which women are often forced to work
because of the lack of understanding on the part of the
family or the workplace. These are some of the ideological
tasks on which our organization and our party, the most
revolutionary elements of our society, are working hard.

Claudia: Is there any preference for women in the acquisi-
tion of foodstuffs: milk, meat, bread and cleaning products?

Espin: With the triumph of the revolution unemployment
was eliminated and the buying power of the population
grew rapidly. Soon products that had previously sat in
shop windows began to be consumed very rapidly, making
it necessary to study a system of distribution that would
make the most necessary products available to the popula-
tion.

L 4

With the triumph of the revolution
unemployment was eliminated and the buying
power of the population grew rapidly.
L 4

Every citizen of our country is assured of an adequate
diet, which could vary according to the current economic
conditions but would always be sufficiently nourishing.
Many products of this kind are therefore subsidized by the
state and sold very cheaply: chicken or meat, rice, grains,
lard and milk, along with other foods, soaps and deter-
gents, being made available for each person.

We should add that fish, eggs, fruit, vegetables and
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legumes are not rationed and can be bought in the desired
quantities at reasonable prices.

Furthermore, extra rationed products like meat can be
bought in the parallel markets at a higher price.

There are certainly still difficulties in some markets
because of organizational and distributional problems
which mean that it takes longer for the shopping to be
completed. We still need to perfect the service timetables

and the priority for workers who have no one to shop for
them.

Claudia: How much do the basic products for a family
cost: bread, milk, meat, fish, eggs, rice etc., and what did
they cost before the revolution? By how much does the
state subsidize them?

Espin: As we said, since the triumph of the revolution, a
system was established to distribute basic foodstuffs, based
on the principles of equity and that each family, even those
with the lowest incomes, could acquire them. That was
why prices were not altered from 1961-81, after there had
been a general wage reform. Taking as an example a fami-
ly unit with five members —three adults and two chil-
dren—they could buy their supply of rice, grains, meat,
oil, sugar, milk, bread, fruit, vegetables, eggs, fish and the
rest of their foodstuffs for $70. The minimum wage is $100
with an average of $183 and most families have more than
one wage coming in. Since 1981 none of these products
have altered in price which shows that despite the world
economic crisis and the exorbitant rise in the cost of food
worldwide, our people have not been affected.

We should point out that more than four million meals
are offered socially each day at schools, workplaces. child-
care centers, etc., some free and the rest at a very low cost.

The basket of basic food products for our population is
very economically priced in accordance with the principles
already mentioned. That is partly because of state subsi-
dies, for example: meat is subsidized at 52 cents a pound;
chicken 19 cents a pound; milk seven cents a liter; tinned
milk 18 cents a pound; and fish at 29 cents a pound.

To some extent, sales in the parallel market help com-
pensate those costs, just as the creation of social works
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does, since profits made in our society do not remain in
individual hands but are reinvested in the people.

Claudia: What is the parallel market, and who can go
there?

Espin: The present state of food production is such that we
not only guarantee a level of distribution for all the family,
but that there are also small excesses which are freely sold
at higher prices. They satisfy the desire for additional
quantities, according to the family’s finances, and are
bought at the so-called parallel market.

Most of our population have a high enough income that
they can use the parallel market to buy foodstuffs, foot-
wear and clothing.

For example: goods sold on the parallel market make up
20 percent of the value of total goods sold, and the number
of people visiting these shops demonstrates the access that
people have to them.

Claudia: Is it necessary to make a special time to do the
shopping or can it be done any time? Where? In grocery
stores, supermarkets or elsewhere?

Espin: The family food basket can be purchased at any
time, by the working woman or housewife. However, work-
ing women have priority in being served in a scheme
known as "Plan Jaba" aimed at reducing the time spent
shopping. These basic products are bought at all shops
with the family usually signing up at the shop closest to
their house.

Claudia: What is the provision booklet and what is it for?
Is it really necessary?

Espin: The provision booklet was an alternative system of
distribution to the population devised for that time when
the most powerful enemy in the world imposed a criminal
economic blockade on us. The other alternative would have
been exorbitant price rises, which would have adversely
affected the majority of the people and would have gone
against the principles of equity and social justice of our
revolution.

In the beginning the situation was very grave due to
measures such as their cutting off purchases of sugar, our
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only source of export earnings and their refusal to sell us
petroleum. Essential supplies that we received from the
United States were suddenly cut off. Until then we had
been totally dependent on that market, and our people
would have faced a drastic situation with survival on the
line if it had not been for the immediate solidarity of the
socialist countries led by the Soviet Union, and the rapid
establishment of commercial relations based on mutual
respect which have decisively contributed to our develop-
ment.

Even in the most difficult times this provisions booklet
guaranteed subsistence for all our people, distributing the
small or large amount we had available, amongst the
whole population. That impeded hoarding, speculation and
shortages that could have come about, to the benefit of
immoral elements and enemies of the revolution. Not to
have used rationing in order to guarantee equity in distri-
bution would have brought about serious difficulties.

*

Even in the most difficult times we guaranteed

subsistence for all our people.
*

These days the blockade of our country, carried out
directly and through third countries as well, sometimes
limits us not only importing machinery, spare parts and
equipment, but also in some lines of foods and particularly
medicines.

The provision booklet is still really necessary for some
products, because the buying power of our people is very
high and although we have increased production dramati-
cally we still do not cover all the desires of each citizen.

Claudia: Do prices in Cuba vary? How rapidly? In which
products and by how much?

Espin: The prices of basic products were frozen in 1961, as
we said before. Only after a general wage reform did they
alter in 1981 —this increase being less than that of the
wages, so that we can affirm that our prices for basic con-
sumer items have not changed in practice.

Claudia: Do consumers have any control over the quality
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of the products they buy?

Espin: In our country production is based on norms relat-
ing to hygiene and other aspects of quality, which are
checked by quality control in factories and the bodies that
receive the goods. That is besides the controls exercised by
the Ministry of Public Health where they have a role.

Consumers are also protected in the case of electrical
goods and other items according to the commercial guaran-
tee established by the Ministry of Interior Commerce,
which also apply to imported goods.

The state has control over the quality of products, for
which quality commissions exist in the factories, commer-
cial bodies and restaurants.

It is none the less true that we still confront difficulties
in the quality of products that we offer to the population,
as well as in the services, and to overcome these greater
technical and organizational effort is needed, greater insis-
tence on eradicating the deficiencies that prevail.

Claudia: What about the availability of childcare centers?
What are the centers, how much do they cost and who is
responsible for them? Who has the right to use them?
What do the children do there? Until what age can they
attend?

Espin: In 1961 comrade Fidel assigned the task of creating
childcare centers to the FMC, and they have been a firm
bastion of the revolution in educating the new generations,
while at the same time they have been an important
source of support to women participating in all activities.
We presently have 854 childcare centers with a capacity
for 109,923 children, and some 101,530 working mothers
benefit from this, although it still does not satisfy the
demand for enrollments.

The cost to the public depends on per capita family
income and a 50 percent discount is applied when two or
more children are enrolled. The lowest cost is two pesos
[approximately $US2] per month, although a low income
family might pay $US3 monthly for two children. The
highest is $US40. Most pay 24—480 pesos a year although
the annual cost for each child is about 957. This demon-
strates the strong state support for this activity, whose
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global cost is about 65 million pesos.

L 2
Childcare centers have been a firm bastion of
the revolution.
L 2

The FMC led this activity until 1971 when the Infancy
Institute was created, which later became a sub-ministry
of education. The childcare centers which educate children
from 45 days to six years old are now run through the sub-
system of Preschool Education. Its objective is to lay the
foundations for the integral and harmonious development
of the child’s personality though a scientifically developed
plan of education, that integrates the physical, intellectual,
ethical and aesthetic formation of preschoolers. That task
is carried out by 20,984 people with special training. Simi-
larly, a program of infant health is carried out by these
institutions.

Children enter the centers between 6:00 and 8:30 a.m.
and leave between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. According to the par-
ticular requirements of each year of the child’s life from
the first to the fifth, different tasks and activities are pro-
vided, among which planned activity has particular impor-
tance, since it 1s the basic cell of the educational process.
Independent activity, on the inmitiative of each child under
the guidance and orientation of the educator, activities
such as outings, simple work experience, and artistic or
cultural activity are of special importance. The preschool
education program ascribes the single greatest importance
to play, through which children reflect their knowledge of
life around them, imitate adults, establish relationships,
develop their powers of observation, memory, thought,
imagination, creativity and willpower, and considerably
widen their sphere of interest.

Claudia: Why is there such a low birth rate?

Espin: There was a sharp rise in the birthrate following
the triumph of the revolution, reaching a gross figure of 35
births per 1000 inhabitants between 1962 and 1966 (which
meant about 250,000 births annually). This population
explosion was due—amongst other factors —to the radical
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social change which included the provision of free health
care, social security and the general concern by the state
for its citizens.

A gradual lowering of these high birth indices was
observed with the present figures being fairly stable at just
under 16 births per 1000 inhabitants. This decline was
achieved without direct state intervention. Evaluating the
results of a comprehensive study that we carried out in col-
laboration with the International Labor Organization, we
could point to factors such as:

—the access of women to education and professional or
on-the-job training

— incorporation of women into paid work

— broad participation of women in the country’s social life
— the considerable increase in the number of women in
political and state leadership positions

—the access of women to information, orientation and
education about family planning and contraceptives

These would be the more important underlying reasons
for this situation.

Claudia: Does a family planning program exist?

Espin: Our country played a valuable role in the popula-
tion conferences in Bucharest (1874) and Mexico (1984) as
well as at the international women’s conferences in Mexico
(1975), Copenhagen (1980) and Nairobi (1985) by defend-
ing the basic human right of a woman to decide when and
how many children she will bear.

2
Cuba has played a valuable role in defending
the basic human right of a woman to decide

when and how many children she will bear.
*

Cuba is one of the few countries in the world where the
agreements reached in those international forums are
being applied. The Ministry of Public Health is in charge of
the implementation of the National Program of Family
Planning, in coordination and collaboration with the
National Group of Sex Education Work and the Cuban
Society for the Development of Family (SOCUDEF, an
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affiliate of the IPPF). At a national level, gynaecological
and obstetric consultation also cover family planning ser-
vices on the basis of the couple or the individual having the
choice as to how many children they want and when they
will be born. The state has the obligation to provide the
appropriate information and the necessary contraceptives
to guarantee that human right.

In the framework of the National Program of Family
Planning’s application there is also the problem of abor-
tion. We consider abortion an emergency method —the last
resort to resolve the problem of an unwanted pregnancy
that could not be avoided or it was not known how to be
avoided. Since there is still no contraceptive that is 100
percent effective and safe, we often have to take this step,
with the woman having the right to request it according to
her own criteria.

Our work is aimed at educating people so that the still
frequent use of abortion is replaced by the effective and
responsible use of contraceptives.

Of course, these terminations of pregnancy are carried
out in our hospitals, free of charge to women.

Claudia: What are the retirement homes? What are they
like? What are the old people’s homes? What does the FMC
do for women in these places?

Espin: The general care of the aged, men and women,
from a social and medical point of view, is assured by a
system within the Ministry of Public Health, whose princi-
ple is to try not to break up the family and the community.
Those in resident care receive medical attention through
our health system where their treatment is integral and
free. There are polyclinics and the new initiative of the
family doctor, which locates a doctor and a nurse in a
house with consultation rooms, in charge of the care of a
given number of families in a designated area—about
120 —depending on the population density, now exists.
Social or community care is provided through the support
of other state bodies and mass organizations.

To try to keep the aged person active in the family old
people’s clubs have been created, with 363 existing at the
end of 1986 with a membership of 19,059. Their creation is
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promoted by the family doctor and especially the social
worker from the polyclinic, but they function independent-
ly, led by a council elected by the membership. They hold
physical, manual, cultural, artistic and recreational activi-
ties, in which they collaborate with the Ministry of Culture
and the National Institute of Sport, Physical Education
and Recreation. The Grandparents’ Houses have also
recently begun to function as daytime institutions that
care for those elderly persons who, due to their limitations
cannot participate in the clubs, but do not move away from
their families since they return home in the evenings.
There are now 22 of these centers with 1990 places.

L 4
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There are 83 permanent residences that work in the
same way, where there is an effort to improve on the tradi-
tional care of the aged in homes, called Old People’s
Homes, because they are intended as a substitute for the
family home. These are also self-governed by a council of
the aged and have many cultural activities and physical
exercise aimed at motivating them to be active, increasing
their mobility and occupying their time. These houses have
281 beds. There are also 10 aged homes belonging to relig-
ious bodies with 1261 beds and 15 daytime places.

Through its base organizations, our federation has kept
up systematic work in support of the Old People’s Homes
and Grandparents’ Houses, through activities and other
initiatives, day-long hygiene or beauty workshops, as well
as the provision of resources for their making of handi-
crafts.

Claudia: How do Cuban families spend their leisure time?

Espin: Our people’s rise in living standards has meant
that the majority of homes in the city and countryside have
radio and television, which are enjoyed immensely. Accord-
ing to the Population and Housing Census of 1981, 77 per-
cent of houses had a radio, 83 percent had electricity and of
those with electricity, 70 percent had television. Now the
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figures are higher.

Cultural activities draw great participation from the
population, and in all municipalities the necessary infra-
structure has grown. Cinemas and video halls have
audiences of hundreds of thousands and the theaters and
culture houses have also been developed.

Huge numbers of people visit the beaches, all freely at
the people’s service, or camping sites in very beautiful
places in all the country’s provinces, at a moderate cost.
Sporting activities are very popular and can be attended
daily free of charge. Family parties, singing and dancing,
are also very popular amongst our people.

There is an effort to establish everywhere, according to
our possibilities, enough facilities so that each citizen has
access to their favorite pastimes, not only in the capital or
the provincial capitals, but in every municipality, even the
most remote in mountainous zones. The aim is for a
diverse range of groups, professional and amateur, because
in Cuba there is a strong amateur movement in culture.

Then there is the area of book sales for all tastes at low
cost and museums which open regularly and are free of
charge.

Naturally we work to create new cultural institutions
that lead to the best possible use of our people’s free time,
but all that depends on our economic situation. Many have
been created during the revolution, but many more are
needed to satisfy our cultural aspirations.

Claudia: How much does the state invest in health, educa-
tion, defense and other areas of the economy?

Espin: We have to dedicate huge resources to defense,
which is the basic guarantee of freedom and sovereignty
for our homeland which is constantly threatened by
imperialism. It has never resigned itself to the existence of
our revolution. Over the course of almost three decades
there have been examples of constant harassment from the
United States’ government beginning with the Bay of Pigs
invasion, and including the October crisis, the introduction
of plague diseases, the blockade, the periodic spy flights
and systematic work of CIA agents. This year 1302 million
pesos were spent on defence and internal security. All our
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population are preparing to take combat positions if the
enemy dares to attack us.

4
We have had to dedicate huge resources to
defense which is the basic guarantee of freedom

and sovereignty for our homeland.
2

The budget for education spending which in 1958 was
78.4 million pesos before the siphoning off of funds that
used to take place through corruption, has grown to 1005
million in 1987.

No Cuban at any level of learning, including university,
pays a single cent for their education. Children also receive
their books free until pre-university level and there is an
adult education system that has allowed hundreds of
thousands of workers and housewives to graduate from
primary and secondary education.

The case of public health is similar. The present budget
has reached 1757 million pesos. Polyclinics have been built
in all areas and even in the most remote regions medical
facilities have been created.

Hundreds of hospitals have been built throughout the
country and consultation houses are constantly being built
for family doctors.

Medical and hospital attention, laboratory costs, vacci-
nations, all sorts of operations, from the most simple to
successful organ transplants, or the use of the most mod-
ern techniques are all completely free. The results of this
basic attention are reflected in the infant mortality index
which has dropped to 13.6 per thousand live births and life
expectancy which has risen to 72.7 years for men and 76.4
for women.

Similarly the state spends more than 3700 million pesos
on production, since the country’s economic development is
a priority objective of the revolution.

Socio-cultural and scientific activities received 1833 mil-
lion pesos this year.

Claudia: What is women’s level of participation in politics
and administration in Cuba? How many women are in the
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Political Bureau and the Central Committee? How many
women are elected to parliament, how many teachers,
gynaecologists, provincial and municipal governors?

Espin: Within the revolution’s policy of equality, we do not
only put special emphasis on women’s participation but, of
course, also on their promotion.

Constant effort has been needed to raise women’s cultu-
ral, political and social level and to involve them in every
sector of the national economy through every profession.
The new generations have grown up with equal opportuni-
ty to enter positions or begin university careers to that
end.

Throughout the years of the revolution women have
demonstrated their ability and determination to carry out
any task. This has won them high prestige in our society
and gradually women have risen to higher positions in the
workforce, so that many are in leadership positions at dif-
ferent levels.

Now then, in our periodic analysis of our achievements
in promoting women, we find that, despite the correct
policy of our party in relation to equality, and all the
work that goes on to that end, there are still objective and
subjective factors that slow down the progress we would
like to see. This has been the subject of study and discus-
sion at the highest levels of leadership of our party and
state.

It is still the case that when a decision for promotion
must be made between a man and a woman of equal abili-
ties and experience, the man is usually chosen. Sometimes
this is because the woman is underestimated, often
because people consider that it will be too much work for
her, since they think that caring for children and home are
innately women’s work. So subjective factors cause the sta-
tistics for promotion of women to remain lower than they
could be, although they have certainly increased.

One example of that can be found in the trade unions
where 45.1 percent of the grassroots leaders are women,
chosen by the workers because of the prestige they enjoy.
That figure is higher than the percentage of women in the
workforce which is 38.7 percent. However at the municipal,
provincial and national levels in the CTC [Central
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Organization of Cuban Trade Unions| these percentages
become lower. This lowering is also seen in the Union of
Young Communists (UJC), but to a lesser extent. Even
some sectors such as education and public health that have
a very high female participation rate have low figures for
top leadership positions.

In the Council of Ministers there have been between two
and four women ministers and many more vice ministers
at any given time over the years.

There has been a substantial improvement in the area of
scientific research, with women occupying leadership posi-
tions including president of the Science Academy. In the
traditionally male sector of finances, 43.8 percent of lead-
€rs are Now women.

In relation to the Central Committee of the party, 13
percent of members and 27.8 percent of alternate members
are women. In the Political Bureau 13.6 percent are
women. Of the total membership 21.5 percent is female.

Our party and the FMC have emphasized the duty to
demand the same requirements of men and women in all
areas when deciding who will assume a leadership posi-
tion. We do not set quotas since we believe that the best
candidate should be elected.

L 4
Within the revolution’s policy of equality we
put special emphasis not only on women’s

participation but also their promotion.
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We are conscious that women’s promotion is no easy
task, nor is it a short-term one, but the realistic and criti-
cal vision of our organization and our party, along with
practical measures and ideological work, will allow us to
reach the goals that we justly aspire to.

As comrade Fidel Castro said on closing the Second Con-
gress of the FMC in 1974: "... The day will have to come
when we have a party of men and women, a leadership of
men and women, a government of men and women, and a
state of men and women. I believe that all comrades are
conscious that is a requirement of the revolution, of society
and of history.”
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Claudia: Have you ever felt discriminated against in the
Political Bureau?

Espin: No

Claudia: Let’s discuss the content of the report given by
comrade Fidel at the Third Congress of the Cuban Commu-
nist Party [February 1986] when he referred to certain
forms of discrimination against women in the heart of
Cuban society.

Espin: This subject has always been discussed thoroughly
in the congresses of our party. In fact one of the Theses
and Resolutions of the First Congress [1975] which is still
relevant was dedicated to the problem of the full exercising
of women’s equality.

In the report an overall vision of the situation of women
in Cuba and the achievements of the FMC’s work was put
forward, but at the same time, comrade Fidel pointed out
the obstacles that we still have to negotiate. This method
of analyzing our advances, but also our difficulties, is noth-
ing new. It has always been our party’s policy to outline
women’s concerns in a realistic way, taking into account
the successes and difficulties still to be overcome in the
process of making equality a reality.

When he referred to vestiges of discrimination he was
alluding to many of the problems already explained in
answering your previous questions, such as the need to
increase the figures for promotion, to reduce the "double
shift” that women are tied to, to combat discriminatory
practices of those who prefer hiring men to women, who
oppose women gaining access to non-traditional jobs, or
who have double standards for judging identical actions of
men and women in the area of relationships.

Comrade Fidel has always been a dedicated defender of
the policy of women’s equality, which he has applied since
the time of the struggle against Batista. The party system-
atically struggles to advance in this area. So the battle for
equality is not just for women, but for the whole society,
which must overcome, step by step, its own objective and
subjective limitations.

Claudia: What is the percentage of Cuban women, mar-
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ried or not, who work outside the home in any profession?

Espin: At the moment women make up 37.9 percent of the
workforce in Cuba. There are provinces where this figure is
higher, such as Guantdnamo with 38.2 percent and Hava-
na (City) with 45.5 percent. One very important statistic is
that women make up 56.4 percent of our country’s tech-
nicians —that is professional personnel of middle or higher
level. That figure clearly tells us how much we have
advanced.

L 4
Fidel has always been a dedicated defender of
the policy of women’s equality.

Claudia: What is the situation like for such a professional
woman? Does she receive the same pay as her male coun-
terpart? Does she work the same hours or less?

Espin: Women receive the same salary. There is no wage
discrimination. This is something not only laid down in our
constitution, but put into effect since January 1959. The
number of work hours is also the same.

Claudia: Are there servants in Cuba? It was once a way of
a woman making a living wasn’t it?

Espin: Domestic service was one way women were exploit-
ed before the revolution. Women who could not find work
and had no education had to work as domestics, usually
with very low wages.

The highest aspiration of most girls from a humble back-
ground was to find a "good house to work in."

The Evening Improvement Schools for Domestics began
to function in April 1966, directed by our organization in
accordance with guidelines from comrade Fidel. There
women could learn professions such as accounting, commu-
nications, typing and shorthand etc. We came to have over
30,000 women in those schools when they were established
throughout the country. So as these women joined the
workforce, new horizons opened up to them.

These days there are still people who do work in houses.
Usually they are older women who want to work only a few
hours each day, but they must be paid good wages, apart
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from the fact that there is no servant-mistress relation-
ship, but rather it is a job like any other.

Claudia: What is the legal protection of women like?

Espin: The legal protection of women in our society is
based on the Constitution of the Republic, which sanctifies
the position of women in the chapter on equality and that
on the family.

Under the Law of Maternity for working women, the
state’s obligations in regard to holidays, maternity leave,
ante- and postnatal facilities, etc are laid down. Other spe-
cific aspects of protection come under the country’s Social
Security Law.

There are other matters that have been legislated on
that are of vital importance to women’s lives. These refer
not only to labor legislation, but also to matters related to
her legal scope and the Family, Civil, Penal, Childhood and
Youth Law, laws on Adoption and Foster Families and the
Commissions of Social Attention and Prevention, and so
on. Thus we have a body of legislation that deals with a
broad range of social issues.

Furthermore, we have worked hard during the years of
the revolution to create the material and ethical basis that
will ensure that the legislation does not remain only on
paper as has unfortunately happened so often in other
countries, but rather becomes a reality in people’s daily
lives and is accessible to all. However, it is still common for
women not to make full use of the laws that protect them,
and so we must make our information and advice more
effective.

L 2
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More specifically on the legal protection of maternity, it
regulates different situations that can occur, which are all
important, given that she needs to combine them with her
duties as a worker.

Regardless of the type of work she does, a worker is
guaranteed a total of 18 weeks paid leave, beginning at the
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34th week of pregnancy when she is obliged to take leave
for six weeks before the birth, and enjoy 12 weeks after-
wards.

In the case of multiple births, or when the birth is
delayed, two extra paid weeks’ leave is provided, and if the
birth comes early adjustment is made. In our country the
level of infant mortality is very low, but in the case of a
still-birth, the mother still has six weeks’ paid leave after-
wards. Antenatal leave is not only a right but also an
obligation. That came about because in the past, women
would often work right up until the birth because of eco-
nomic pressures, jeopardizing her own and her child’s
health.

When the working woman faces complications in preg-
nancy or related illnesses, which require absolute rest,
they have the right to a sickness subsidy, regulated by the
Social Security Law, which also covers her for postnatal
complications that continue after her paid leave is over.

One provision of Complementary Leave states that until
the 34th week of pregnancy, workers are allowed six full or
12 half days of paid leave, in order to receive medical
attention and check-ups; another allows for a paid monthly
day off for one year after the birth to take the child to the
pediatric center. It also applies to working mothers who
cannot manage to return to work within the specified time.
For that case there are two types of unpaid leave: for nine
months after the paid leave ends or until the child reaches
one year of age. In exceptional circumstances the adminis-
tration can prolong leave a further three months.

The other type of leave applies to mothers with children
under 16 years of age and is for six months.

Throughout the period of unpaid leave or its extension,
working mothers have the right to reserve their place at
work.

Our Social Security Law, which includes the area of
social work, protects the citizen under numerous circum-
stances, including single mothers who are in financial
difficulty.

The working woman is also covered by the Law of Pro-
tection and Work Hygiene as well as other complementary
rules, which are designed to preserve women’s health and
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reproductive ability by preventing women’s employment in
any job that could be damaging to her. The administration
is obliged to create adequate conditions in the workplace.
This law also rules that all women who are pregnant or
have children less than one year old, have the right to be
relieved of overtime, double shifts or work in places outside
the locality. It also rules that any pregnant woman who
has difficulty fulfilling her role because of her pregnancy,
be given other more suitable work, as well as being freed of
all night shifts.

Other very important legal requirements regulate the
positions in which women have preference over men, and
those positions that can be damaging to women’s health.
The FMC played a fundamental role in having all these
legal requirements promulgated, because of its close asso-
ciation with the general problems and perspectives of
women’s and mother’s work, their concerns for the lives
and upbringing of children and adolescents as the organi-
zation that researches those problems and promotes the
search for solutions.

I should add that in Cuba women workers in the state
and cooperative sectors are protected.

As far as mothers having time off to breastfeed, the old
legislation allowed for half an hour off at the beginning or
end of the workday, but women showed a preference for
having 12 rather than six weeks’ leave after the birth, with
the possibility of up to one year’s unpaid leave.

Claudia: Do men have the right to time off when their
wife gives birth?

Espin: That is still not established, but we are working
towards it. We believe that the leave should be shared, so
that the couple decides how to use that time according to
their best interests.

Claudia: How old do you have to be to retire?

Espin: That depends on the type of work involved, wheth-
er it is carried out under normal conditions or whether
additional physical or mental exertion, or both, are
required. In the first case the age is 55 for women and 60
for men, and in the second, 50 and 55 respectively.
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Claudia: Is there any sort of pension?

Espin: There are the widow’s or widower’s pension, anfi
the invalid’s pension which can be partial, total or provi-
sional that also exists for the widow or widower. There is
also the special pension, which can be obtained for having
worked only 15 years, when the woman is 60 and the man
65, and which protects those workers whose employers did
not put aside money or did not keep records in regard to
their retirement fund. It also protects people who began to
work later in life for one reason or another, since the revo-
lution began.

Claudia: What are a widow’s rights?

Espin: The provisional pension gives the widow or widow-
er the right to receive 100 percent of the salary of the
deceased for one month and 50 percent for two further
months. After that they continue to receive the pension
they are entitled to.

L 2
We start with the principle of socialist
retribution: "From each according to their

ability, to each according to their work.”
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Claudia: And the matter of wages?

Espin: Before answering that question I think I should
explain our conceptions related to wages.

We start with the principle of socialist retribution:
"From each according to their ability, to each according to
their work." That is recognized in the Work Code. The
socialist stage works like that because economic develop-
ment only provides resources for payment based on work.
That is not always totally fair, since there are persons that
have greater personal or family needs than others, howev-
er, only in a communist society could the level of economic
development allow wages to be distributed according to
need. We have a wage scale, with a minimum of 100 pesos
and a maximum of 450 pesos monthly. They can be higher,
when certain extras are paid for special conditions such as
responsibilities, abnormal circumstances and length of
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service. They apply to certain jobs or work sectors like
teaching and health.

However, it is important to note that the real buying
power of a wage is affected by certain factors.

Most people own their own homes in Cuba or are buying
them at low cost, never exceeding 10 percent of their
income. Health and education are totally free, as we have
explained. Many cultural and recreational activities are
also free.

Gas and telephone services are very cheap. Although
electricity increased in price recently, it is still cheaper
than it was 30 years ago. The cost of caring for children in
the childcare centers is heavily subsidized.

In other words, the value of wages in Cuba must be cal-
culated with these other sources of indirect income in
mind.

Claudia: Can a person own a private industry or business
in Cuba? A dressmaker or craftsman, for example? Could
they make and sell goods, and have the right to pensions?

Espin: I think it is useful to look at how economic and
political changes in the society that began with the revolu-
tion steadily led to ongoing and increasing changes in the
way people think.

A series of laws were promulgated with wide popular
support, to begin a period of recovery of the country’s
wealth, that proceeded to integrate the economy of the
whole people: the state economy.

These just revolutionary measures provoked every type
of aggression from the United States and the internal
counterrevolution from those who were not willing to lose
their privileges. The people viewed nationalization as the
defense and guarantee of the sovereignty of the country.
That was decisive in how they understood many social
problems. Various factors coincided rapidly advancing the
most progressive ideas in the minds of the majority of the
population.

Different legal measures were taken that were very
important for Cuban families. The Rent Law cut rents by
50 percent, the Agrarian Reform Law nationalized the
largest farms and handed them to the people who worked
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them. The Ministry of Embezzled Goods was created, to
confiscate the wealth of corrupt politicians, traffickers, war
criminals and so on, and shortly afterwards, the Urban
Reform Law was passed. This gave ownership of houses to
those who lived in them. Teaching, health services, sugar
centers, the main industries, the National Bank and most
transport was nationalized, and the Cuban Merchant
Shipping created. These measures increased the country’s
wealth, and people saw what that wealth meant for them
in the hands of a revolutionary state instead of private
hands.

In Cuba there is absolute identity between the govern-
ment and the people, because it is the people who decide
the nation’s destiny.

To work for the state is to work for the benefit of all
because the wealth created is reinvested in the society’s
interests, in development, in the well-being of all. No one
would want to dedicate their energy for the benefit of indi-
viduals or their family only.

So most of the economy belongs to the state through
nationalizations, purchases or expropriations, in the case
of public need or social interest. At present cooperativist
and private property coexist with state property, private
property being mainly in the peasant sector. The most just
and humane society being built in our country does not
provide a good basis for private business, particularly since
it is illegal to exploit another person’s labor for the private
gain of the employer.

However, there are still some private businesses of peo-
ple working for themselves, and they are legal. There are
75 such occupations: 65 in the service industry and 10 in
production. Amongst the services are dressmakers, manic-
urists, barbers, carpenters, plumbers, gardeners, mechan-
ics, decorators, and so on. In production there are the
craftsmen who make useful items. The craftsmen who
make art objects have their own association, the Cuban
Association of Artists and Craftsmen (ACCA) who have
their own statutes, and are linked with the Ministry of
Culture, while nearly all their members are also members
of the Cuban Writers’ and Artists’ Union (UNEAC).

Many such people have mutual work links, and receive
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their pensions through those organizations, although now
the tendency is that those activities should be carried out
by retired people or housewives.

I should mention that in the future in everything related
to activities that could provide individual enrichment —not
speaking now of illegal activities—our government and
party zealously work to avoid the development of an acqui-
sitive or greedy mentality, that is so far removed from the
creation of a just and fraternal society. Fidel suggested
with crystal clear simplicity, that we have something more
powerful than money — consciousness —which is the main
pillar for building socialism and communism and is some-
thing we cannot allow to be corrupted.

¢
We have something more powerful than
money — consciousness — which is the main

pillar for building socialism and communism.
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Claudia: Do Cuban women love Fidel, and does Fidel love
them?

Espin: I think the answer is simple and categorical: Yes,
we love Fidel a lot and he loves and holds women in high
esteem, he has confidence in us and encourages us to rise
to positions of the highest importance for our country, to
achieve the great historical conquest of equality between
men and women. He encourages us to look for ways of
turning theory into practice, of making our laws and revo-
lutionary principles a daily reality of life. With the convic-
tion of his ideas, he helps our whole society gradually
understand the need for the fight for the full implementa-
tion of women’s equality.

There is a really beautiful link between Fidel and Cuban
women, a communication and identification that began
long before the revolution’s triumph, dating back to
beginning of the organization of the revolutionary
movement he created. In the assault on the Moncada
barracks he conferred important responsibilities on two
women, Haydée Santamaria and Melba Hernandez. In the
guerrilla struggle of the Rebel Army and in the
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underground in the cities, women took on missions and
tasks of enormous importance. Perhaps the most
outstanding example was the "Mariana Grajales" female
platoon, which fought bravely in many battles and forged
women soldiers and officers that created a precedent in the
fighting traditions of Cuban women. This female platoon,
according to Fidel’s own account, arose as a result of the
demand of women working with the guerrilla movement to
take up arms, instead of playing the same traditional role
in the military organizations that they played in the
society they were trying to change. The idea had its main
opposition from amongst the combatants, and Fidel, who
always reflected on political, economic and social problems,
understood the basic principle of justice in the women’s
claim. He had always thought of women’s right to equality,
as he has said and shown, as one of the greatest goals
society should aspire to.

So that explains Fidel’s close relationship with women,
with our organization, the FMC, which is also a result of
his revolutionary aspirations. And as for the affection our
people have for Fidel, it is something intimate. And the
women know how to express it so well! They greet him
with so much emotion anywhere amongst the thousands of
places he visits in his daily activities, in the countryside, in
the mountains, on a construction site, in a factory, in the
neighborhoods. What excited happiness there is when
Fidel arrives! Each one wants to kiss him, hold his hand,
tell him how much the revolution means to her, what her
children are doing, her grandchildren —that this one is an
engineer and the other a doctor, that one is in Angola or
Nicaragua filling her with pride, and that... who would
have dreamt of it when we were suffering hunger and
poverty!

How many write to us at the Federation asking for a
photo of Fidel! And they can’t understand that we don’t
have any and that they are almost impossible to get. Since
the beginning of the revolution Fidel has refused permis-
sion to have his effigy mass produced in photos, busts or
statues.

Claudia: Why is there no First Lady in Cuba?
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Espin: Our revolutionary leadership has never used that
nomenclature even though the position of the President of
the Republic exists.

The interests and needs of women are channeled
through the FMC which has three million members and
represents Cuban women in international organizations,
congresses and meetings, as it does on a national scale.

The titles that women have were studied for at universi-
ty, the positions they hold were obtained through ability,
willpower and effort shown in the factories and workplac-
es. So leadership functions of the state or party, social,
political or mass organizations are acquired through merit,
talent, experience and professional preparation.

So not having a First Lady reflects our socialist concept
of society and the role women should play in it, with full
equality with men.
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